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Drug Data Summary

As part of ongoing research, the White House Office of
National Drug Control Policy (ONDCP) Drug Policy
Information Clearinghouse has prepared this fact sheet to
summarize current drug-related law enforcement, court, and
corrections statistics as well as drug use, drug production,
and drug control spending information.

Drug Use
Drug use in the general population

According to the Substance Abuse and Mental Health
Services Administration (SAMHSA) 1997 National
Household Survey on Drug Abuse, 77 million (35.6%) of
Americans aged 12 and older reported some use of an illicit
drug at least once during their lifetime, 11.2% reported use
during the past year, and 6.4% reported use in the month
before the survey was conducted.

1997 National Household Survey on Drug Abuse:

Past illicit drug use

Respondent age Everused Pastyear Pastmont
12-17 23.7% 18.8% 11.4%
18-25 45.4 25.3 14.7
26-34 50.8 14.3 7.4

35 and over 31.5 6.1 3.6

For those age 12 and over, an estimated 1.5 million were
current cocaine users and 11.1 million reported using
marijuana at least once within the past month.

For those age 12 and over, 2.5% reported using metham-
phetamine and 5.7% reported using inhalants at least once
within their lifetime.

According to the National Institute on Drug Abuse (NIDA)
1998 Monitoring the Future Study, 54.1% of high school
seniors reported use of an illicit drug at least once in their
lives, 41.4% reported use of an illicit drug within the past
year, and 25.6% reported use of a drug within the past month.

1998 Monitoring the Future Study: Drug use

among high school seniors

Drug Ever used Past year Past month
Marijuana 49.1% 37.5% 22.8%
Cocaine 9.3 57 2.4
Crack 4.4 2.5 1.0
Stimulants 16.4 10.1 4.6
LSD 12.6 7.6 3.2
PCP 3.9 2.1 1.0
Heroin 2.0 1.0 0.5

Emergency department and medical examiner
statistics

In 1996, the SAMHSA Drug Abuse Warning Network
(DAWN) reported 514,347 drug-related episodes in hospital
emergency departments nationwiddjaeh is anincrease

from the 513,633 reported in 1995. A total of 9,484 drug
abuse deaths were reported in 1996 by ihé@lical
examiners in 41 etropolitan area®rug abuseleaths
usually involve drug overdoses, but they atsludedeaths

in which drug usage was a contributory factor. The
National Vital Statistics Report from the Center for
Disease Control (CDC) measures drug-induced mortali-
ties using death certificates in the United States. In 1996
there were 14,843 deaths attributed to drugs, which is up
from 14,218 in 1995.

Drug use among arrestees and offenders

The National Institute of Justice’s (NI1J’'s) Arrestee Drug
Abuse Monitoring (ADAM) program tests urine samples
voluntarily collected from selected adult male arrestees in
23 cities, adult female arrestees in 21 cities, and juvenile
male detainees in 12 cities. In 1997, the ADAM program
found that the percentage of adult male arrestees testing
positive for an illicit drug at the time of arrest ranged from
51.4% in San Jose to 80.3% in Chicago. Adult female
arrestees testing positive ranged from 37.6% in San Antonio
to 80.5% in Manhattan. Juvenile male detainees testing
positive ranged from 41.6% in Indianapolis to 65.6%

in Washington, D.C.
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The 1997 Bureau of Justice Statistics (BJS) Survey of State police and sheriffs’ departments and 55% of State police
and Federal Prison Inmates reported that 51% of prison in- departments had primary responsibility for drug law
mates committed their offense under the influence of drugs enforcement in their jurisdictions.

or alcohol.

Special drug unit operation and multiagency task

1997 State and Federal prison inmate drug use at force participation of agencies with primary drug
time of offense enforcement responsibility

Under the influence of Operation Participation in
Current Drugs Alcohol Both Type of agency of special multiagency
offense Fed. State Fed. State Fed. State drug unit task force
All offenses 224 326 204 372 340 525 State police departments 96% 96%
Violent offenses 245 29.0 245 41.7 39.8 519 All local agencies 30 55
Property offenses 10.8 36.6 15.6 345 22.6 53.2 Police departments 26 50
Drug offenses 250 41.9 198 27.4 346 534 Sheriffs’ departments 49 73
Public-order offenses 15.6 23.1 20.6 43.2 30.2 56.2

_ _ Among those agencies with primary drug enforcement
The 1996 BJS Survey of Inmates in Local Jails reported that responsibilities, many operate special drug enforcement units

82.4% of inmates had used a drug at some point in their  or participate in multiagency drug enforcement task forces.
lives. Approximately 60% of the inmates reported being

under the influence of drugs or alcohol at the time of the .
offense resulting in their incarceration. Overall, 15.8% of Estimatediarrestsfordrug offenses

convicted jail inmates said they committed their offense for Total Sale/ Percent of
money to buy drugs. Year arrests manufacturing Possession all arrests
1988 1,155,200 316,525 838,675 8.4%
1996 local jail drug use at the time of offense iggg i’gg;'ggg ‘31:411’;2; 322’222 3$
Under the influence of To get 1991 1,010,000 337,340 672,660 7.1
Most serious mo?]ey 1992 1,066,400 338,049 728,351 7.6
offense Drugs Alcohol Both for drugs iggi i;:iigg g:gg;z ;gé;?g gg
All offenses 19.6% 24.5% 16.1%  15.8% 1995 1,476,100 367,549 1,108,551 9.8
Violent offenses 13.5 27.4 14.3 8.8 1996 1,506,200 375,044 1,131,156 9.9
Property offenses 21.0 17.9 16.3 25.6 1997 1,583,600 324,638 1,258,962 10.4
Drug offenses 35.7 6.0 23.5 23.5
Public-order offenses 8.6 46.2 10.6 4.2 Arrests
) _ In 1997, the Federal Bureau of Investigation (FBI) reported
The 1987 BJS Survey of Youth in Custody in long-term, an estimated 1,583,600 State and local arrests for drug law
State-operated juvenile institutions reported on juveniles  yjplations in the United States. In 1987, drug arrests were
under 18 who indicated whether they were under the 7.4% of the total of all arrests reported to the FBI; by 1997,
offense.

Drug seizures

'?f87 youth in custody drug use at the time of Many Federal agencies are involved in removal of illicit
orense drugs from the market. The Federal-wide Drug Seizure

Most serious System (FDSS) reflects the combined drug seizure efforts
offense Drugs  Alcohol Both of the Drug Enforcement Administration (DEA), FBI, U.S.
All offenses 15.7% 8.5% 23.4% Customs Service, and U.S. Border Patrol within the jurisdic-
Violent offenses 12.1 8.2 24.2 tion of the United States, as well as maritime seizures by the
Property offenses 16.8 9-7 23.1 U.S. Coast Guard. FDSS eliminates duplicate reporting of a
Drug offenses 34.4 0.0 24.9 . . .
Public-order offenses 15.9 79 20.6 seizure involving more than one Federal agency.
Juvenile status offenses 15.3 16.5 17.6
Law Enforcement Drug FY 1995 FY 1996 FY 1997 FY 1998+
Drug enforcement operations Heroin 2,568 3,381 3,116 3,485
. Cocaine 234,097 254,294 253,531 264,63(
_The 1993 BJ_S _LaW Enforcement Management and Admin- Marijuana  1,308.160 1,420.403 1486052 1762834
istrative Statistics (LEMAS) survey of State and local law Hashish 32,020 33,018 53,051 597
enforcement agencies found that 80% of the Nation’s local | =preliminary data subject to change.




Asset seizures

In fiscal year 1997, the DEA made 15,860 domestic seizures
of nondrug property, valued at approximately $552 million.

Type of asset Number of seizures Value
Total 15,860 $511,680,15(
Currency 8,123 284,680,02
Other financial instruments 507 73,602,092
Real property 748 108,833,498
Vehicles 3,695 47,379,874
Vessels 111 5,884,754
Aircraft 24 8,945,000
Other conveyance 172 1,734,731
Other 2,480 20,620,173

Law enforcement officers killed

Of 65 Federal, State, and local law enforcement officers
killed in 1997, the FBI reported that 1 died during drug-
related investigations or activities.

Courts and Corrections
Federal offenders

According to the Administrative Office of the U.S. Courts,

of the 54,540 defendants convicted in Federal courts between
July 1996 and June 1997, 19,360 (36%) defendants were
convicted of Federal drug offenses. Of these defendants:

* 17,816 pleaded guilty
® 12 pleaded no contest
* 1,481 were convicted in a jury trial
* 51 were convicted in a bench trial.

Of the 19,360 defendants convicted for drug offenses in the
Federal courts:

* 17,718 were sentenced to imprisonment (including 228
defendants receiving sentences of life)

¢ the average sentence length was 80 months

* 1,556 were sentenced to an average 35.5 months’
probation

* 50 were fined; 36 received other sentences, including
probation of 4 days or less, no sentence, suspended
sentences, and supervisory sentences.

According to the BJS Federal Justice Statistics Program, the
average incarceration sentence length imposed on all Federal
offenders increased from 44 months in 1980 to 65 months in
1995, while the average sentence imposed on drug offenders
increased from 47 months to 85 months during that time.

In 1995, Federal offenders who were released from prison
for the first time on a sentence imposed in a U.S. district
court had served an average of 27 months, which amounted

U.S. district court average sentence length
imposed

Most serious Months

conviction offense 1980 1985 1990 1995*

All offenses 44.3 50.7 57.2 64.5
Violent offenses 125.4 131.2 89.2 92.3
Property offenses 29.4 31.9 22.0 26.4

Drug offenses 47.1 57.5 80.9 85.4
Public-order offenses 24.5 30.6 28.3 51.1

*1995 data are calculated on the fiscal year and exclude misdemeanor offgnses.
1980, 1985, 1990 data represent calendar years.

Offenders in State courts

According to the BJS National Judicial Reporting Program
(NJRP), 165,400 persons were convicted of drug trafficking
in 1994. That number is more than twice the number
convicted in 1986, the year the survey was first conducted.
The NJRP also reported 108,800 convictions for drug
possession in 1994. That number is slightly less than

the number convicted in 1992 (109,400), the first year
possession statistics were reported. Nine out of 10 convic-
tions in 1994 for drug offenses resulted from a guilty plea.

Average sentence lengths for felony drug offense
sentences imposed by State courts, 1994

Maximum sentence length
for felons sentenced to

Most serious Incarceration

conviction offense Total Prison Jail Probation
All drug offenses 40 mos. 61 mos. 6 mos. 38 mos.
Possession 28 50 4 37
Trafficking 48 66 7 40

Seven out of 10 persons convicted of drug offenses in 1994
were sentenced to incarceration: 25% to jail and 45% to
prison. Of felons sent tState pison for drug offenses, the
average seshce length was 61 months vafich the

estimated time to be served was 22 months.

Corrections

Drug offenders have accounted for an increasing percentage of
the population in State and Federal correctional facilifiesy
offenders constituted an estimated 23%hefState prison
population in 1996, ufsom 6% ofthe population in 1980, 9%

in 1985, and 22% in 1990. In Federal correctidagzilities,

drug offenders accountéar 60% of the population on October

31, 1997, up from 25% in 1980, 34.3% in 1985, 52% in 1990,
but remained stable from 1995 to 19971897 the median
number of months offenders served for drug offenses was
82 months.

Offenders on probation

to 90% of the court-imposed sentence. Prisoners sentenced The 1995 BJS Survey of Adults on Probation, the first

for drug offenses served an average time of 38 months and
served 87% of the court-imposed sentence.

nationally representige survey to collect information on the
individual characteristics of adult probationers, found that
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21.4% or approximately 560,800 of the adults on probation in
1995 were sentenced for a drug offense. Drug trafficking was
the single most frequent offense among felonprobation
(15.4%) followed by drug possession (13.1Blug oralcohol
treatment was a sentencendition for 41% of adults on
probation, and 32.5% had mandatory drug testing.

Percent of adults on probation*
Total Felony Misdemeanor
Offense
Violent 17.3% 19.5% 13.5%
Property 28.9 36.6 18.2
Drug 21.4 30.7 7.6
Public order 31.1 12.1 59.6
Drug offense
Possession 9.8% 13.1% 4.6%
Trafficking 9.7 15.4 1.6
Other/unspecified 1.9 2.3 1.4
Special condition
Drug testing 32.5% 43.0% 17.1%
Drug/alcohol treatment 41.0 37.5 45.7
Other 26.5 19.5 37.2
* Based on a total of 2,620,560 adult probationers in 1995. Of the 2,620,550,
1,491,670 were felony sentences and 991,161 were misdemeanors.

The same survey found that 47% of offenders on probation
were under the influence of alcohol and drugs at the time of
the offense.

1995 Probationer drug use at the time of offense

State and Federal correctional authorities reported data to the
BJS 1990 Census of State and Federal Adult Correctional
Facilities on drug-testing practices in their facilities. About
87% of correctional facilities tested some inmates for illegal
drug use between July 1, 1989, and June 30, 1990.

Criteria used for drug testing inmates

Facility
conducts
urine tests
on inmates

All Federal State
facilities confinement confinement

Total* 86.7% 100.0% 82.5%
Systematically

on everyone

at least once 20.0 31.3 12.3
Randomly on

samples 62.7 96.3 56.5
On indication of

possible drug use 75.8 93.8 74.1
Other criteria 17.3 23.8 18.4

*Detail adds to more than totals because some facilities tested on more
than one basis.

Drug Availability
Price and purity

Based on field investigations and laatory analysis of

DEA drug buys and seizures, the DEA’s System to Retrieve
Information from Drug Evidence (STRIDE) provides
national range#or price and purity estimates for cocaine,
heroin, and marijuana. Using STRIDE data, the national
price perpure gram and purity trends are presented for the

Drugs Alcohol Both
years 19811988, 1996, 1997, and second quarter 1998.
Total 13.5% 39.9% 46.8%
Violent 10.7 40.7 43.5 PrOdUCtlon
Property 9.8 18.5 23.0 According to the U.S. Department of State’s 1998
Drug 31.7 16.3 38.4 : H
Public-order 6.4 751 270 International Narcotics Control Strategy _Rep(Bl,lrma
was the world’s largest producer of opium, Peru led
1981 1988 1996 1997 1998

Heroin
Purchases of .1 gram or I&ss3,114.80 /4.69

2,874.19/19.22

Drug type Price/Purity* Price/Purity Price/Purity Price/Purity Price/Purity
Purchase Amount (per pure gram) (per pure gram) (per pure gram) (per pure gram) (per pure gram)
Cocaine

Purchases of 1 gram or [&ss$378.70 /40.02%  $218.33/75.99%  $159.05/72.5% $178.97/64.72% $169.25/71.23%
Purchases of 10-100 grains 191.35/59.59 78.84/83.53 49.45/68.44 45.58/67.05 44.30/65.92

2,175.88/23.95 2,114.97/25.24 1,798.80/24{29

Purchases of 1-10 grafns 1,194.05/19.1 947.32/39.48 373.30/45.21 327.88/45.38 317.97/51.83
Methamphetamine

Purchases of 10 grams or kess258.24/40.84 229.18/54.95 171.65/37.04 168.47/44.25 141.41/33.L7
Purchases of 10-100 grains 104.76/66.14 79.95/63.37 64.04/50.42 58.38/55.04 57.43/38.27
Marijuana**

Purchases of 10 grams or fess 6.41 12.50 10.42 10.00 10.41
Purchases of 100—999 grams 2.75 3.41 2.95 2.63 2.59

1 Preliminary data and subject to chang®uantities purchased at the “retail” leveQuantities purchased at the “dealer” level.
* Dollar figures reflect price per pure gram. One pure gram is approximately 1.5 bulk grams. ** Purity is unknown for marijuana
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worldwide cultivation of coca leaf, and Colombia led in State and local spending for drug control, fiscal

marijuana cultivation. years 1990 and 1991 (in millions)
FY 1990 FY 1991
Worldwide potential net drug production Total drug control $14,075 $15,907
1994—-1998 (in metric tons) Justice 11,525 12,619
Police protection 4,035 4,223
1994 1995 1996 1997 1998 Judicial and legal services 1,346 1,449
opium Corrections 6,045 6,827
) Others 100 120
Total 3409 4165 4,285 4137 3464 Health and hospitals 2,184 2,784
Afghanistan 950 1,250 1,230 1,265 1,35 Education 366 503
India 82 77 47 30 —
Pakistan 160 155 75 85 65
Total SW Asia 1,192 1,482 1,352 1,380 1,41p
Burma 2,030 2,340 2,560 2,365 1,75 Sources
China 25 19 — — — . . .
Laos 85 180 200 210 140 Executive Office of the President
Thailand 17 25 30 25 16 Office of National Drug Control Policy
Total SE Asia 2,157 2,564 2,790 2,600 1,906 B _
Other countries 60 119 143 157 141 FY 1999 Budget Highlights: Federal Drug Control
Coca leaf Programs February 1998
Total 290,900 309,400 303,600 263,900 229,900 The National Drug Control Strategy, 1997: FY 1998
Bolivia 89,800 85,000 75,100 70,100 52,90 Budget SummarWCJ_163927, February 1997
Colombia 35,800 40,800 53,800 63,600 81,440 . H H H
Peru 165.300 183,600 174.700 130,200 95640 http.//_WWW.Whltehousedrugpollcy.gov/pollcy/ndcs.html
Ecuador — — — — — The National Drug Control Strategy, 1996, Program,
Marijuana Resources, and EvaluatioNCJ-160087, April 1996
Total 13,386 11,489 11,389 10,347  9,80p http://www.ncjrs.org/pdffiles/strat96.pdf (Acrobat)
Mexico 5,540 3,650 3,400 2,500 2,300 http://www.ncjrs.org/txtfiles/strat96.txt (ASCII)
Colombia 4,138 4,133 4,133 4,133 4,000 . Lo
Other countries 3,708 3706 3856 3714 3540 State and Local Spending on Drug Control Activities,
NCJ-146683, December 1993

U.S. Department of Justice

Bureau of Justice Statistics

BJS Special Reports—

Characteristics of Adults on Probation, 1995,

Drug Control Budget

According to the Office of National Drug Control Policy,
Federal spending on drug control programs has increased

from $1.5 billion in fiscal year 1981 to $16.0 billion in fiscal NCJ—164267, December 1997

year 1998. http://lwww.ojp.usdoj.gov/bjs/abstract/cap95.htm
ONDCP also reported that State and local governments ~ Compendium of Federal Justice Statistics, 1995,
spent $15.9 billion on drug control activities during fiscal NCJ-164259, January 1998

year 1991, a 13% increase over the $14.1 billion spent Compendium of Federal Justice Statistics, 1990,
during fiscal year 1990. NCJ-143499, September 1993

Federal drug control spending by function (in millions)

FY 1981 FY 1989 FY 1992 FY 1995 FY 1996 FY 1997 FY 1998 FY 1999 FY 2000
actual actual actual actual actual actual actual enacted requested

Total 1,531.8 6,663.7 11,910.1 13,251.2 13,454.0 15,033.2 15,977.4 17,886.2
Drug treatment 513.8 1,148.2 2,204.7 2,692.0 2,553.8 2,756.2 2,885.6 3,013.5
Drug prevention 86.4 725.4 1,538.7 1,559.1 1,400.7 1,643.3 1,926.4 2,153.8
Criminal justice

system 415.6 2,761.4 4,943.0 6,756.9 7,164.9 7,684.4 8,187.2 8,455.1
International 66.8 304.0 660.4 295.8 289.8 416.7 500.0 559.2
Interdiction 349.7 1,440.7 1,960.2 1,280.1 1,321.0 1,723.3 1,615.3 1,803.9
Research 76.5 230.6 504.5 542.2 609.3 655.2 679.5 771.8
Intelligence 23.1 53.4 98.6 125.0 114.5 154.2 183.3 254.9
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Compendium of Federal Justice Statistics, 1985,
NCJ-123560, July 1990

Correctional Populations in the United States, 1995,
NCJ-163916, May 1997
http://www.0ojp.usdoj.gov/bjs/abstract/cpius95.htm

Drug Enforcement and Treatment in Prisons, 1990,
NCJ-134724, July 1992

Drug Enforcement by Police and Sheriffs’ Departments,
1990 NCJ-134505, May 1992

Federal Criminal Case Processing, 198090, with
Preliminary Data for 1991,
NCJ-136945, September 1992

Federal Criminal Case Processing, 1982—-93, with
Preliminary Data for 1994NCJ-160088, May 1996
http://www.0ojp.usdoj.gov/bjs/abstract/fccp93.htm

Federal Sentencing in Transition, 1986-90,
NCJ-134727, June 1992

Felony Sentences in State Courts, 1994,
NCJ-163391, January 1997
http://www.0ojp.usdoj.gov/bjs/abstract/fssc94.htm

Felony Sentences in the United States, 18€21]-165149,
July 1997
http://www.0ojp.usdoj.gov/bjs/abstract/fsus94.htm

Prisoners in 1996NCJ-164619, June 1997
http://www.0ojp.usdoj.gov/bjs/abstract/p96.htm

Prisoners in 1997NCJ-170014, August 1998
http://www.0ojp.usdoj.gov/bjs/abstract/p97.htm

Profile of Jail Inmates, 1996CJ-164620, April 1998
http://lwww.ojp.usdoj/bjs/abstract/poji96.htm

Substance Abuse and Treatment of Adults on Probation,
1995
http://www.0ojp.usdoj/bjs/abstract/satap95.htm

Substance Abuse and Treatment of State and Federal
Prisoners, 1997NCJ-172871, January 1999
http://lwww.ojp.usdoj/bjs/abstract/satsfp97.htm

Survey of Youth in Custody, 198¥CJ-113365,
September 1988

Drug Enforcement Administration
DEA's Computerized Asset Program
Federal-Wide Drug Seizure Systelanuary, 1999

Federal Bureau of Investigation

Crime in the United States, 1985 through 1996
http://www.fbi.gov/publish.htm

Law Enforcement Officers Killed and Assaulted, 1996
http://www.fbi.gov/vcr/killassl.htm

Federal Bureau of Prisons, Office of Research and
Evaluation

Key Indicators Strategic Support Systédetober 1997
State of the Bureau: Accomplishments and Goals 1997

National Institute of Justice

Drug Use Forecasting 1996 Annual Report on Adult and
Juvenile ArresteedyCJ-165691, June 1997
http://www.ncjrs.org/pdffiles/165691.pdf (Acrobat)
http://www.ncjrs.org/txtfiles/165691.txt (ASCII)

ADAM 1997 Annual Report on Adult and Juvenile
ArresteesNCJ-171672
http://www.ncjrs.org/nij/newrpt.htm

Administrative Office of the U.S. Courts
Annual Report of the Director of the Administrative Office
of the United States Courtgyecial run September 22, 1997

U.S. Department of Health and Human Services

National Institute on Drug Abuse

University of MichiganMonitoring the Future Study
(National High School Senior Survey)ecember 1998
http://www.isr.umich.edu/src/mtf/

Substance Abuse and Mental Health Services

Administration

Preliminary Results from the 1997 NHSB¥igust 1998
http://www.samhsa.gov/oas/nhsda/nhsdafls.htm

Year-End Preliminary Estimates from the 1996 Drug Abuse
Warning NetworkNovember 1997
http://www.samhsa.gov/oas/dawn/dwn96toc.htm

Drug Abuse Warning Network, Annual Medical Examiner
Data, 1995

National Household Survey on Drug Abuse: Population
Estimates 1996August 1997
http://www.samhsa.gov/oas/nhsda/nhsdafls.htm

U.S. Department of State

International Narcotics Control Strategy Report,
March 1999
http://www.state.gov/www/global/narcotics_law/
1998_narc_report/policy.html

Other Sources

Abt Associates Incorporated

Rhodes, William and Ryan Kin@rices of lllicit Drugs:
1981-1997special data run of DEA STRIDE data,
Abt Associates, Incorporated, July 21, 1997

National Center for Health Statistics
Peters, K.D., Kochanek, K.D, and S.L. MurphNational
Vital Statistics Reportsjol. 47 no. 9, November, 1998.

This fact sheet was written by Guy Schmidt of the Drug Policy
Information Clearinghouse. Technical review was provided by Maijia
Fe Caces at the ONDCP. The data presented in this fact sheet arg as
accurate as the sources from which they were drawn. Responsibil|ty

for their selection and presentation rests with the Clearinghouse sjaff.
This Clearinghouse is funded by the White House Office of Nationpl
Drug Control Policy to support drug control policy research. The
Clearinghouse is a component of the National Criminal Justice

Reference Service. For further information concerning the content|of
this fact sheet, survey methodology, or other drug policy issues, call

1-800-666-3332

Write the Drug Policy Information Clearinghouse,
P.O. Box 6000, Rockville, MD 20849-6000,
or visit the World Wide Web site at:

http://lwww.whitehousedrugpolicy.gov




